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ACCESS

Access is the point at which a
survivor knows that they need
housing, but has not yet
identified specific housing
options for which they qualify.
 
We visualize this phase as the
point when the survivor is
‘outside the door’. This is when
the survivor may be trying to
figure out where to get housing,
what is available in their
community, and what they
generally qualify for. 
 
The access process includes
geographic locations of
housing, housing types
available, service regions, total
beds available, and basic
demographic information.



GEOGRAPHIC LANDSCAPE

Housing providers are located in the
following parishes: Caddo, Calcasieu,
East Baton Rouge, Jefferson, Lafayette,
Orleans, Ouachita,  St. Bernard, St.
Tammany, and West Baton Rouge.
Though the housing providers are
scattered throughout the state, advocates
indicated they have had success finding
housing for trafficking survivors both
inside and outside of their respective
parishes. Half of the housing providers
represented in the survey responses were
located in the Greater New Orleans area.

Housing providers mostly hail from major
cities in Louisiana, such as New Orleans,
Baton Rouge, Shreveport, and Lafayette.
Housing option responses were limited in
central Louisiana, which is a largely rural
part of the state. The majority of housing
providers could serve clients from
anywhere in Louisiana, however about
28% of the providers can only serve
clients from specific service regions within
Louisiana.
 
Three of the shelters are in rural
locations, four are suburban, and twelve
are located in urban areas (note that one
provider has multiple shelter sites).  22%
of the shelter locations are inaccessible to
public transportation.

Where are the housing providers?
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HOUSING TYPE

The majority of housing providers that responded to our survey have emergency
shelter programs. There are a variety of housing duration options available to
survivors. Some housing providers (particularly providers serving homeless
populations) offer multiple types of housing in-house, while others expressed
that duration of stay can be flexible depending on the needs of the survivor.
Flexible housing duration based on client needs is an encouraging survivor-
centered practice.

What type of housing is available?
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PROVIDER LANDSCAPE

Louisiana has a variety of social service
movements working together to serve
trafficking victims. This means that survivors
do not just have to rely on specialized housing
providers- they can seek other options from
providers who are knowledgeable about the
needs of trafficking survivors and other forms
of trauma. 291 total beds were available to
trafficking survivors through the housing
providers who participated in this survey. 
 
The anti-trafficking movement in Louisiana
started with cooperation between social
service providers serving other populations,
such as homeless youth and immigrant
communities. To date, support from non-
specialized services remain a vital resource for
trafficking survivors. 78% of the housing
providers surveyed serve a primary
population that is not trafficking
survivors. Housing providers that participated
in this survey primarily served: people
experiencing homelessness, domestic
violence and/or sexual assault survivors,
people with addictions, pregnant individuals,
and homeless/runaway youth.  33% of
providers serve people experiencing
homelessness, which represented the largest
group of providers caring for trafficking
survivors. Several of the housing providers
with primary populations that are not trafficking
survivors have established human trafficking
programs to address the housing needs of
trafficking survivors. One example of this is
Covenant House New Orleans, a housing
provider for homeless and at-risk youth in New
Orleans that has federal funding to provide

housing and services to trafficking
survivors. It has become a 24/7 housing
lifeline where emergency shelter is
available to all trafficking survivors until
appropriate alternative housing options
can be identified for the survivor. Housing
advocates acknowledged that this was a
key part of their success housing
survivors during the access phase.

Who's housing trafficking survivors?
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SPECIALIZED HOUSING

“Specialized housing” is housing that is specifically designated for a niche group.
In this case, specialized housing for trafficking survivors is a housing program that
primarily serves trafficking survivors, or a program that has allotted beds
specifically set aside for trafficking survivors. Unsurprisingly, there are fewer
specialized housing providers in the state than there are housing options for other
demographic populations, such as housing providers serving people experiencing
homelessness. Only 22% of the housing providers surveyed for this report
specifically had housing options or beds reserved for trafficking survivors. 
 
As of January 2019, Louisiana had a total of 46 specialized beds available to
trafficking survivors in Louisiana. Only four housing providers identified their
primary population as trafficking victims and survivors, and those providers
only serve female-identifying sex trafficking survivors[1]. In addition to the
concerns that few survivor identities are able to access specialized housing, those
46 beds are not nearly enough beds to fill the needs of survivors of trafficking who 

identify as female sex trafficking
survivors. For example, In 2017
alone the GNOHTTF provided
housing to 93 trafficking
survivors[2]. The 2018 Louisiana
Department of Children and Family
Services Annual Report identified
681 potential and confirmed
trafficking survivors had been
identified by 24 service providers
across the state[3]. The need for
housing far outpaces the
number of beds available,
causing a constant strain on
resources and bed availability. 

What's available that's just for 

trafficking survivors?
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[1]: NOTE: Both adult housing providers serving sex trafficking survivors also serve women exiting the
commercial sex industry- however, since their organizations’ stated mission and purpose is to serve sex
trafficking victims/survivors, they were included as specialized service providers.
[2] 2017 Annual Report, Greater New Orleans Human Trafficking Task Force. 
[3] Annual Report, Louisiana Deptartment of Children and Family Services (2018). 


