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Federal Human Trafficking Definition  
Human trafficking is “The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision or obtaining of a person 
for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud or coercion for the purpose of subjection to 
involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery” (22 USC § 7102). 
 
Sex trafficking is the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, obtaining, patronizing, or 
soliciting of a person for the purposes of a commercial sex act, in which the commercial sex act 
is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such an act 
has not attained 18 years of age (22 USC § 7102).   
 
Labor trafficking is the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person 
for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purposes of subjection 
to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery, (22 USC § 7102). 
 
Force, Fraud and Coercion 
The means of trafficking can take many forms, including:  

▪ lack of mobility 
▪ debt bondage 
▪ document confiscation 
▪ recruitment fraud 
▪ lack of payment 

▪ physical/sexual abuse 
▪ threats of violence or retribution 
▪ isolation 
▪ long hours without reprieve 
▪ inability to walk away 

 
Trafficking Vulnerabilities for People with Disabilities 
There are several factors1 that can make people with disabilities more vulnerable to trafficking: 

▪ Reliance on caregivers: They may rely on caregivers to meet their basic needs. They may 
be submissive to their caregivers because they’re dependent on them- this creates a 
power dynamic in the relationship which is easily exploitable. 

▪ Isolation: They may be isolated, meaning they can crave attention or human connection. 
They may be persuaded to do sex acts or labor as a result. Additionally, they may not 
have the opportunity to report abuse or ask for help due to isolation. 

▪ Physical boundaries: Due to the touching that comes with intimate care and medical 
procedures, people with disabilities may be desensitized to touch or may not know when 
they can say no. They may lack information about what is okay and what is not okay 
touching, or lack information about their sexual or reproductive health.  

▪ Communication: Some may not be able to speak clearly or require interpretation to make 
their needs known or ask for help. They also may not know their individual rights. 

 
Common Forms of Trafficking for People with Disabilities 

▪ Commercial sexual exploitation 
▪ Force labor 
▪ Debt bondage 

▪ Forced begging/peddling 
▪ Involuntary servitude 
▪ Servile marriage 

                                                 
1 For more information, visit: https://www.ovcttac.gov/taskforceguide/eguide/4-supporting-victims/45-
victim-populations/victims-with-physical-cognitive-or-emotional-disabilities/  
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A-M-P Model 
The A-M-P Model2  is a tool designed by Polaris Project3 to help you determine whether a person 
is a victim/survivor of human trafficking. Human trafficking occurs when a perpetrator, often 
referred to as a trafficker, takes any one of the enumerated Actions, and then employs the 
Means of force, fraud or 
coercion for the Purpose of 
compelling the victim to provide 
commercial sex acts or labor or 
services. At a minimum, one 
element from each column must 
be present to establish a 
potential situation of human 
trafficking, except in cases when 
a minor is induced into 
commercial sex.  
 
Case Examples 
Use the A-M-P Model to 
determine whether the cases 
below are human trafficking 
cases. 
 
“Joseph” 
 Joseph is a 45-year-old male with Down Syndrome. A family friend, Robert, offered him a room to stay, 
and a job at his local restaurant. Joseph moved in to the home and began working at the restaurant. The 
family friend deducted the cost of living from Joseph’s wages and offered to assist in managing his disability 
benefits. Robert agreed to this. After 8 months, Joseph’s coworkers at the restaurant notice that he looks 
very tired, and Joseph keeps telling them how hard he’s working to pay off his debt to Robert for his room 
and food. Joseph confides that he hasn’t received an income in a long time and has started doing all of 
the housework and yardwork in addition to his daily 12-hour shift at the restaurant.  

 
“Allie”  
Allie is a 20-year-old girl with Autism. She lives with her mother and siblings in a rural part of the state. Allie’s 
mother collects her disability checks and benefits on her behalf. Neighbors complained that Allie’s living 
conditions were terrible, and that her mother has been offering to trade sex with Allie for money. Upon APS 
staff investigation, they determine that Allie never engaged in a commercial sex act, but that her mother 
did try to solicit buyers. They also learn that at night Allie was locked in a shed outdoors, and that she was 
required to conduct all the housework and cleaning daily.   
 
--- 
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2 To learn more about the AMP Model, visit 
https://traffickingresourcecenter.org/sites/default/files/AMP%20Model.pdf  
3 To learn more about Polaris Project, visit www.polarisproject.org  

http://www.nolatrafficking.org/
mailto:info@nolatrafficking.org
https://traffickingresourcecenter.org/sites/default/files/AMP%20Model.pdf
http://www.polarisproject.org/

