
Appendix A: Crosstabulation Analysis 

Even though the sample size is very small (N=18), crosstabulations were conducted to determine 

what, if any, relationships in the data might be emerging and could be further explored with 

future research.  The relationships explored below were about the rigidity of the shelter (as far as 

limitations and requirements for residents) as well as whether or not the shelter was an 

emergency shelter.   

 

Adult Only Shelters 

 

Only two (25 percent) of the shelters that were for adult clients only were not very often or never 

full.  In other words, 75 percent of the adult only shelters where often or always full.  On the 

other hand, six (60 percent) of shelters that only served or also served youth clients were not very 

often or never full.  The sample size was too small to show statistical significance on this and 

other crosstabulation calculations, but compared to the other variable relationship tests, this test 

produced a p value of 0.181.  The standard is usually that if a p value is less than or equal to 0.05, 

then you can say there is a statistically significant relationship.  In this case, it might be worth 

exploring if there is a relationship between youth and adult shelters and how often each are full 

with further research (either by future studies or with follow up calls to different types of 

shelters).   

 

 

How often is your program 

full? 

Total 

Not very 

often or 

never (less 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Often or 

always (more 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Is this an adults only 

shelter? 

No 6 (60%) 4 (40%) 10 

Yes 2 (25%) 6(75%) 8 

Fisher’s exact test; p=0.188 

 

Sobriety or Detox Requirements 

 

In shelters where sobriety or detox were not required, 83 percent were often or always full.  The 

p value of this test of association was 0.152.  Again, there was not enough power to produce 

statistically significant results, but as compared to the other crosstabulations, there is an 

indication that there might be a relationship between sobriety requirements and how often a 

shelter is full. It is something to explore further.   

 

                                                           
1 A Fisher’s exact test was used to determine the p value on all of these crosstabulations because of the 

expected small return in each cell.   
 



 

How often is your program 

full? 

Total 

Not very 

often or 

never (less 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Often or 

always (more 

than 60% of 

the time) 

What are you 

requirements related to 

sobriety of a potential 

client? 

Sobriety or detox not 

required 

1 (17%) 5 (83%) 6 

Sobriety or detox 

required 

7 (58%) 5 (42%) 12 

Fisher’s exact test; p=0.152 

 

The other interesting potential is that some of these analyses show there is no indication of a 

relationship between restrictive/rigid traits of a shelter and how often it is full.   

 

Required Participation 

 

Even though logically it may seem that shelters that require participation as a condition of 

housing may be less popular than those that do not, the crosstabulation between required 

participation and how often a shelter is full did not give any indication there might be a 

relationship. And certainly, the percentages (75 percent of shelters that have no required 

participation are often or always full as opposed to only 46 percent of shelters that do require 

participation) suggests there may be differences.  But this should be taken as anecdotal evidence, 

not statistical.  

 

 

How often is your program 

full? 

Total 

Not very 

often or 

never (less 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Often or 

always (more 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Are clients required to 

participate in any 

activities? 

No 1 (25%) 3 (75%) 4 

Yes 7 (54%) 6 (46%) 13 

Fisher’s exact test; p=0.576 

 

 

 

Cooperation with Law Enforcement 



 

Another logical assumption might be that shelters that require their clients to cooperate with law 

enforcement (whether they always require it or it is on a case-by-case basis) would be less 

popular than those that never require it.  Indeed, the anecdotal evidence from the breakdown of 

percentages below is that a larger percentage (62 percent) of shelters that do not require client 

cooperation with law enforcement are often or always full versus those that always or sometimes 

require participation (40 percent).  But this relationship needs more exploration and evidence 

before any claim could be made or suggested.   

 

 

 

How often is your program 

full? 

Total 

Not very 

often or 

never (less 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Often or 

always (more 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Does your organization 

require that a person 

seeking your services 

has cooperated with law 

enforcement or filed a 

report against an 

abuser? 

No 5 (38%) 8 (62%) 13 

Yes or Sometimes, 

depends on case 

3 (60%) 2 (40%) 5 

Fisher’s exact test; p=0.608 

 

Intake Process (length of time) 

 

The burden of entering a shelter just based on the length of intake time could also be related to 

how often a shelter is full.  It stands to reason that shelters that have less intake time might be 

more popular, and therefore, more often full.  However, the data collected in this survey shows a 

pretty even split between shelters that take eight hours or less versus those that take more than 

eight hours for their intake process and how often they are full.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

How often is your program 

full? Total 



Not very 

often or 

never (less 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Often or 

always (more 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Approximately how 

long on average does it 

take to complete the 

intake process for a 

client/patient? 

8 hours or less 6 (46%) 7 (54%) 13 

More than 8 

hours 

2 (40%) 3 (60%) 5 

Fisher’s exact test; p=1.000 

 

Communication Restrictions 

 

Like with intake process time, there is a fairly even split between shelters that have no 

restrictions on their clients’ communication with outside persons versus those that indicated 

some level of restriction and how often they are full. 

 

 

How often is your program 

full? 

Total 

Not very 

often or 

never (less 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Often or 

always (more 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Are there any 

restrictions on 

communication? 

No restrictions 2 (40%) 3 (60%) 5 

Some 

limitations 

6 (46%) 7 (54%) 13 

Fisher’s exact test; p=1.000 

 

Children Permitted with Client 

 

There are three children and youth (under 18 years of age) only shelters, and initially it seemed 

that those shelters should be removed from this analysis, but children under the age of 18 

sometimes do have children of their own, so those shelters were left in the analysis.  However, 

there seems to be no distinction (anecdotal or otherwise) of any difference between shelters that 

allow clients’ children to accompany them versus shelters that do not and how often the 

respective shelters are full.   

 



 

How often is your program 

full? 

Total 

Not very 

often or 

never (less 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Often or 

always (more 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Are children 

accompanying clients 

permitted? 

No 3 (38%) 5 (62%) 8 

Yes or sometimes, 

depends on case 

5 (50%) 5 (50%) 10 

Fisher’s exact test; 0.664 
 

Emergency versus Non-emergency Shelters 

 

How does the type of shelter (emergency or not) affect how often shelters are full as well as what 

types of requirements or restrictions are imposed by shelters?  These relationships are explored 

below and even with a small dataset (N=18), some statistically significant relationships were 

found:  Relationship between type of shelter and intake time as well as detox/sobriety 

requirements.  These relationships may seem like common sense, but it is useful to have data to 

confirm these assumptions.   
 

Type of Shelter and How Often Full 

 

 

How often is your program 

full? 

Total 

Not very often 

or never (less 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Often or 

always (more 

than 60% of 

the time) 

Does your shelter 

provide emergency 

housing? 

Does not provide 

emergency housing 

2 (33%) 4 (67%) 6 

Provides emergency 

housing 

6 (50%) 6 (50%) 12 

Fisher’s exact test; p=0.638 

 

Half of the shelters that provide emergency housing reported that they were not very often or 

never full.  It may seem intuitive to think that those that provide emergency housing shelter 

would be the shelters that were full often or always, but the data provided do not suggest this. 

While only 2 (33 percent) of the shelters that did not provide emergency housing were not very 

often or never full, it should not be concluded that the type of housing (emergency or not) 

impacts how often a shelter is full.  But if more data can be collected in future studies, it is a 

relationship that could be explored.   



 

Type of Shelter and Sobriety/Detox Requirements 

 

 

 

What are you requirements 

related to sobriety of a 

potential client? 

Total 

Sobriety or 

detox not 

required 

Sobriety or 

detox required 

Does your shelter 

provide emergency 

housing? 

Does not provide 

emergency housing 

0 6 (100%) 6 

Provides emergency 

housing 

6 (50%) 6 (50%) 12 

Fisher’s exact test; p=0.54 

 

Technically, if were are using the standard of p<0.5, then this relationship is not statistically 

significant, but for a dataset that cannot produce much statistical power, a p value of 0.54 is 

“significant.”  And the distinction is clear.  All of the shelters that do not provide emergency 

housing have a sobriety or detoxification requirement.  That makes common sense, but the data 

confirm this.  Half of the shelters that provide emergency housing have a sobriety or detox 

requirement.   

 

Type of Shelter and Intake Time 

 

 

Approximately how long on 

average does it take to 

complete the intake process 

for a client/patient? 

Total 8 hours or less 

More than 8 

hours 

Does your shelter 

provide emergency 

housing? 

Does not provide 

emergency housing 

1 (17%) 5 (83%) 6 

Provides emergency 

housing 

12 (100%) 0 12 

Fisher’s exact test; p=0.001 

 

Another relationship that makes common sense and is borne out by the data is that all of the 

shelters that provide emergency housing have intake times of 8 hours of less.  Only one of the 

shelters that did not provide emergency housing had an intake time of 8 hours of less.  The 

relationship is obvious and statistically significant.   

 

Type of Shelter and Participation Requirements 

 

 

Are clients required to 

participate in any activities? Total 



No Yes 

Does your shelter 

provide emergency 

housing? 

Does not provide 

emergency housing 

0 6 (100%) 6 

Provides emergency 

housing 

4 (36%) 7 (64%) 11 

Total 4 13 17 

Fisher’s exact test; p=0.237 

 

All of the shelters that do not provide emergency housing have a participation requirement. More 

than half of the shelters that provide emergency housing have this requirement. The relationship 

is not statistically significant, but it seems there is possibly a relationship here and more data in 

future studies could confirm this relationship.  The relationship makes sense. Shelters that are for 

transitional or long term purposes likely want their clients to participate in activities such as 

counseling or life skills are looking to provide tools to clients for long term success. Also, this 

may be a way for a shelter to encourage buy-in from the client.   

 

Type of Shelter and Cooperation with Law Enforcement 

 

 

 

Does your organization 

require that a person seeking 

your services has cooperated 

with law enforcement or filed 

a report against an abuser? 

Total No 

Yes or 

Sometimes, 

depends on 

case 

Does your shelter 

provide emergency 

housing? 

Does not provide 

emergency housing 

3 (50%) 3 (50%) 6 

Provides emergency 

housing 

10 (83%) 2 (17%) 12 

Fisher’s exact test; p=0.268 

 

While almost none of the shelters that provide emergency housing require that their clients 

cooperate with law enforcement, and half of those that do not provide emergency housing do (or 

sometimes do depending on case), more data are needed to determine if there is a relationship 

between type of housing provided and any requirement to cooperate with law enforcement.   
 


